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A nn Marie (Canestraro) Leone, 102, of Syracuse, passed away peacefully on

Saturday, November 1, 2025, at the Francis House surrounded by her loving
family. She was born in 1923 to the late John and Angeline Canestraro, Italian

immigrants from Ferrazzano, Italy. She was the second of five sisters, all of whom

grew up on the city's North Side. Her life was well-lived and complete; it was defined
until the very end by laughter, love, sacrifice, and above all, family.

Ann met and married her husband, Manny Leone, in 1948. Their shared, strong values of hard
work and unconditional love enabled their union to endure until Manny's passing in 2016.

Together, their devotion to family was unique and their bond would eventually bear the fruit of
three sons, seven grandchildren, and eighteen great-grandchildren. As her own family grew, the
stories of her modest beginnings always fascinated, at least in part because they were shared with

an unassuming delivery and timing, and with the same love and appreciation for life that was
always her way. Hers was a quiet strength, and her lessons were delivered not from a classroom
pulpit or some deep and formal education, but rather from a profound perspective of over a

century of living humbly and purposefully.

She not only valued but deeply appreciated those many blessings of friends and family. It was a

curious and humorous irony, then, that she would be dubbed "Princess Dark Cloud" by her sons.
One can only speculate why. Perhaps it was the impact of her modest early beginnings that may
have tempered any lofty expectations, or maybe it provided a shield from future

disappointments - real or imagined. Regardless and in any event, "Princess Dark Cloud" became
an affectionate moniker and she wore it as a badge of honor. The "Dark Cloud" persona became

great fodder for so many of the lovable and hilarious stories we all shared together.

She touched and impacted so positively all she came to know and who came to know her. She
looked for nothing but the good in others and her remarkable journey has left a lasting legacy and

an enduring model for her growing family to remember and live by.
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In addition to her parents, Ann is predeceased by her husband, Manny and her eldest son, Joe, as
well as her sisters, Faye (Pitonzo) and Yolanda (Canestraro) Halpin.

She is survived by her two sons, Ed and John (Julia) Leone; her daughter-in-law, Laurel; 7
grandchildren, Jason (Amber), Lindsay Corbett (Dan), Joe (Sarah), Greg (Tricia), John Manuel

(Jenna), Amanda (Matt), and Anna; along with 18 great-grandchildren; 2 sisters, Josephine Polito,
and Annette Tesoriero; and many nieces, nephews, and cousins.

A funeral Mass in celebration of Ann’s life will be held on Tuesday, November 11, 2025, at 10:00

A.M. in Most Holy Rosary Church, 111 Roberts Ave., Syracuse. She will be laid to rest beside her
husband in Assumption Cemetery. Visitation will take place on Monday, November 10, 2025,

from 3:00 – 6:00 P.M. at the THOMAS J. PIRRO JR. FUNERAL HOME 3401 Vickery Rd. (Corner
of Buckley Rd.) Syracuse, NY 13212.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Ann’s name may be made to the Francis House 108 Michaels

Ave. Syracuse, NY 13208 or Christian Brothers Academy 6245 Randall Rd. Syracuse, NY 13214.
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Visitation

Thomas J. Pirro Jr. Funeral Home

3401 Vickery Rd, Syracuse NY 13212

Funeral Mass

Most Holy Rosary Church

111 Roberts Avenue, Syracuse NY 13207

Cemetery Details

Assumption Cemetery

2401 Court Street, Syracuse NY 13208

454-3841
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Monday,November 10, 2025

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM ET

Tuesday,November 11, 2025

10:00 AM ET
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=43.1064414,-76.1598968
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=43.0318441,-76.1713638
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=43.083199,-76.138333
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Thomas J. Pirro Jr. Funeral Home shared a Tribute Video.

November 10 at 5:13 AM

PH Paula  Haynor  posted:

Annette and Family, so many wonderful, beautiful memories. Wishing you peace and remember

She is at peace!Paula

November 6 at 7:10 AM

Robbie Wells posted:

John & Ed,My sincere condolences go out to you and your families in the passing of your mom.

Your dad has her in his arms right now and they are both happy. Rest in Peace Mimi as you were

one of the better ladies from da Nort side.

November 5 at 7:11 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Leone family.

November 4 at 4:28 PM

DW Diane, Rob And Emily Wells planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Ann.

November 4 at 4:28 PM
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Thomas J. Pirro Jr. Funeral Home shared a Tribute Video. November 10 at 5:13 AM

SCAN  TO  WATCH

TRIBUTE VIDEO
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ann by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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